
Europe 
simple, but effective



Europe may be the world's second smallest
continent, but it's a place of extreme importance, both
in today's world and throughout history. Europe may not
be large, but it is unique and diverse with more than 50
countries and even more languages and cultures.

Compare the wealth and power of Western Europe
with the comparatively underdeveloped Eastern
Europe, although even those countries are catching up
in the 21st century. Enjoy the warmth of Southern
Europe or take in breathtaking winter scenery in
Northern Europe. Witness some of the world's most
modern buildings in some of the world's oldest cities, all
of these between the borders of one continent.



Young Europeans in a changing world -
Volunteering



Europe is a rapidly changing world region in all

respects, and this has consequences for young

people, too. I am going to present the

development of European youth research as a

distinctive field of study.

The European Union aims to support young

people to engage with regions outside Europe and

to become more involved in global policy

processes. Young people are equal citizens and

are encouraged and supported to achieve their

fullest potential as global citizens.



Europe is also concerned with having well-

balanced, open-minded citizens and this is why it

is of extreme importance to educate the young

generation is this respect.

The European Union considers that in order to

become a powerful tradition-based entity, it must,

first and foremost, focus on the new. And the new

comes from the new generation able to bring

about change while grounded into their parts,

customs and traditions.



Some of the methods the European Union is using to help the
young people to get involved are:

• raising awareness of global issues among young people;

• providing opportunities for young people to exchange views
with policy makers on global issues;

• fostering mutual understanding among young people from all
over the world through dialogue;

• encouraging young people to volunteer for environmental
projects ("green volunteering") and to act green in their everyday
life (recycling, saving energy, using hybrid vehicles, etc.);

• promoting employment, education, and volunteering
opportunities outside Europe;

• promoting cooperation with and exchanges between youth
workers on different continents;

• encouraging young people to volunteer in developing countries
or to work on development issues in their own country.





Voluntary activities play an important role in Europe,

but the situation differs from country to country. There

has been a general increase in the number of active

volunteers and voluntary organizations in the EU over the

past ten years. The Commission is working to improve

and promote volunteering among young people,

particularly to encourage volunteering across borders.

The European Voluntary Service is the best known

programme helping young people to volunteer abroad.





Young people are making a big difference in Europe. The
current uncertain political and social context affects young
people.

Despite this, there are different organizations that work
together to empower young people to participate actively
in society to improve their own lives by representing and
advocating their needs and interest and those of their
organizations.

Some of these organizations are Rural Youth Europe, The
Alliance of European Voluntary Service Organizations as well
as The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive
Agency.





Rural Youth Europe unites rural

youth organisations across

Europe to promote rural

development, environmental-

friendly lifestyle, youth

participation, raise awareness on

human rights and intercultural

diversity.





The Alliance of European Voluntary Service

Organisations is an International Non-Governmental

Youth Organisation. It represents national voluntary

service organisations which promote democratic youth

participation,intercultural education, understanding and

peace through voluntary service. The Alliance is

presently made up of members from countries in

Europe, Asia and America. Each member organisation

runs an annual programme of International Volunteer

Projects in their own country and exchanges volunteers

with each other following the Alliance Quality Charter.

Every year young volunteers participate in several local

community projects.





 The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency

(EACEA) is responsible for the management of certain parts of
the EU's funding programmes in the fields of education,

culture, audiovisual, sport, citizenship and volunteering. At the

moment, the set of programmes includes Creative Europe,

Erasmus+, Europe for Citizens, as well as EU Aid Volunteers.



We know that volunteering is strongly influenced by
the history, politics and culture of a community and a
country, but you can help change the tradition and
boost volunteering in Europe.

You might even be taking part in voluntary activities
without even realizing it: lending a hand at your local
sports club, helping out an elderly member of your
community or picking up litter in the forest or on the
beach. In fact, sports and outdoor activities are the
main volunteering sectors in Europe, followed by
education, arts and music or cultural associations.



World Heritage Sites



Heritage is a fundamental source of individual and group
identity, vitality, and solidarity. It is a universal process by which
humans maintain connections with the pasts, assert their
similarities with and differences from one another. All peoples
make their contribution to the culture of the world. That’s why
it’s important to respect and safeguard all cultural heritages,
through national laws and international treaties.

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization), founded in 1954, has adopted international
conventions on the protection of cultural heritage, to foster
intercultural understanding while stressing the importance of
international cooperation.

In Europe, some of the most known World Heritage sites are
cathedrals, castles, bridges as well as natural landscapes.



STONEHENGE



The Palace of Westminster in 
London



Monte San Giorgio - Lake 
Lugano



Canterbury Cathedral, St Augustine's Abbey, and St 
Martin's Church



Thank you very much!

The Romanian Implementation Team


